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Opinions expressed (including the 
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Publications Department, | Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 
(Telephone: 0296 623911). 

Single copies 10p. Annual subscription: 
£1.20 including postage. 


The cover picture of derelict housing in 
Leeds is by Catherine Lamb. 
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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all back- 
grounds and beliefs. Local group activ- 
ities range from holidays for the handi- 
capped and children’s playschemes to arts 
festivals and even bird-watching. Toc H 
is short for Talbot House: the soldiers” 
club in Belgium founded by the Reverend 
‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. Today Toc H 
provides opportunities for people to test 
the relevance of practical Christianity and 
we welcome anyone who would like to 
give us a try. 


Members accept a four-fold commitment: 
J. To build friendships across the barriers 
that divide man from man. 

2. To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions while 
always being willing to listen to the views 
of others. 

4. To work for the building of that better 
world which has been called the Kingdom 
of God. 


This magazine. which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world 

in which we live. takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think fairly. 
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NEW LOOK 


This is the first iss 
sometimes it is necessary. 


Point Three. Few of us like change but 
The main motive for this change was to cul paper and y 
van both reduce the magazine's subsidy and hold down Its selling 

costs sO that we can A aer T hope that, as we all get used to the new format, we 
price for a bit longer. Pi $ „what we have to say more effectively. 
shall find that it helps us re the CEC agreed to hold the price of Point Three a 

At its December eae AS certainly we shall have to raise the price in 
10p a copy for a arei pte held it for five years — probably a record in these 
l 980 by which E other Point Three decisions made by the CEC were designed 
m E flow or to simplify administration now that HQ staff has been 

TA April 1979: 

substantially reduced. Toa, Pom For their copies in advance for one year, 

b We shall no longer operate the ‘10 for the price of me concession, 

c. New ‘builders’ will be asked to subscribe separately for their copies of 


Point Three. 


ue of the ‘new look 
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CANDLES 
February 2 is the day on which the Church celebrates the events described in ch 2 
(v 22 seq) of St Luke's gospel. In accordance with Mosaic Law, 40 days alter the 
birth of Jesus, Mary presented herself at the Temple in Jerusalem lor purification and 
formally presented her first born son. Significantly, it was the occasion on which 
Simeon pronounced his ‘nunc dimittis’, stating aloud in the Temple that Christ’s 
myssion of love and redemption was not to the Jews alone but to the whole world. 
So, a great feast day, but why ‘Candlemas’? Well, the Church has often 
adopted ancient folk customs and symbols. Most of us like symbols and pictures - 
naturally, because they speak to us more directly than words. Light is an age old 
symbol of truth dispelling the evil of darkness — indeed, our own Ceremony of Light 
springs directly from this idea, The Romans used lighted tapers to ward olf evil 
spirits just as even older peoples had used other forms of fire. The Candlemas custom 
of carrying lighted candles in procession was practised by Christians in Jerusalem as 
early as the middle of the fourth century, Some 200 years later, the Emperor 
Justinian extended the custom to Constantinople. From there, it spread rapidly 
through the Eastern Church and later, and more slowly, through the Church of the 
West. Traditionally, on this day, all the candles needed for the Church’s liturgical 
year were blessed as symbols of ‘the light of the world’. 


‘THE NORMAN CONQUEST’ 


Now that Dr Norman has completed his Reith lectures, he has made his own position 
clear and disarmed those critics who had not really listened to what he was saying. He 
was not arguing that the existing state of the world was right or that revolution was 
always wrong. Since, like all of us, he was a creature of his age, he strongly believed in 
individual human rights, He sided with the ‘one man, one vote’ argument in 
eg S Africa and understood the force that drove men there to kill (and to die) for 
that idea, A Christian was called to love his neighbour and this often involved him in 
political action, But all political ideas belonged to their time and place:men in other 
ages have had (and will have again) different ideas of justice from ours, Christianity 
was about eternal values, not transient ideologies or cultures. The Christian view of 
man’s nature and destiny provided a permanent yardstick by which to measure man’s 
ideas and achievements in different ages. Marxism and humanism believed that men 
could be educated and trained to personal and social perfection, Christians could not 
follow that line so strongly because they saw an essential flaw in man that called for 
Sere Christians had some aspirations in common with Marxists and humanists 
ihe Se eS view of Sul a a eee al op 
Throughout Christian hi eae i iti 
In the past, society had RTRA X a es OH ST a po 
general the Church had tried to ‘ 4 prate E ami hgsegular and in 
tried to ‘sacredize’ the secular, The unique feature of our 
own age was that the Church itself STIA nt qag A 
a ~huren itself had become ‘politicised’, Churchmen believed they 
were teaching and practising Christianit hen ; : , d 
ior E a E, y when, in fact, they had simply adopte‘ 
c = political ideology (which might well be ri this time) 
and labelled it Christianity (which it was oe i o ae i 
summed it up: ‘Church leaders si ae not). As a leader writer in The Guardian 
of their solo parts that they find it er as the Impression of being so uncertain 
© join the chorus instead’. FGR | 


“Help your clients 


tothe help 
they need” 


There are quite a lot of people who could 
benefit from some of the helpful services provided 
by British Gas—but who are unaware of them. 
People like the elderly and disabled. 

You could help them to the help they need by 
spreading the word more among your clients. 


We will gladly provide you with explanatory leaflets about special 
help for disabled people, gas safety, easy payments and other helpful 
services we can offer. Just ring—or write to your local Home Service 
Adviser. You'll find the address and telephone number below. 


SCOTTISH GAS 
Chicf Home Service Adviser, 
Scottish Gas, Granton House, 
340 West Granton Road, 
Edinburgh, EH5 1YB. 
Tel: 031-552 6271. 


NORTHERN GAS 
Regional Home Service Adviser, 
Northern Gas, Norgas House, 
P.O. Box 1GB, Killingworth, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE99 IGB. 
Tel: 0632 683000. 


NORTH WEST GAS 


Regional Homie Service Adviscr, 
North West Gas, Welman House, 
Altrincham, Cheshire, WA15 8AE. 
Tel: 061-928 6311. 


NEGAS 
Regional Home Service Adviscr, 
Negas, New York Road, Leeds, 
LS2 7PE. Tel: 0532 36291. 


EMGAS 
Regional Home Service Adviser, 
Emgas, P.O. Box 145, 
De Montfort Street, Leicester, 
LE] 9DB. Tel: 0533 50022. 


WEST MIDLANDS GAS SEGAS 
Regional Home Service Adviser, Regional Home Service Adviser, 
West Midlands Gas,5 Wharf Lane, Segas, Katharine Street, Croydon, 
Solihull, West Midlands, B91 2]P. CRS 1JU. Tel: 01-688 4466. 
Tel: 021-705 6888. 


SOUTHERN GAS 
WALES GAS Regional Home Service Adviser, 
Chief Home Service Adviser, Southern Gas, P.O. Box 103, 
Wales Gas, Snelling House, St. Mary's Road, Southampton, 
Bute Terrace, Cardiff, CF! 2UF. SOY 7GH. Tel: 0703 82-4124. 
Tel: 0222 33131. 


SOUTH WEST GAS 
EASTERN GAS Regional Home Service Adviser, 
Regional Home Service Adviser, South West Gas, Riverside, 
Eastern Gas, Star House, Temple Street, Keynsham, Bristol, 
Potters Bar, Herts, ENG 2PD. BSI8 1EQ. Tel: 027-56 61717. 
Tel: 77 alils 


BRITISH GAS HOME 
NORTH THAMES GAS SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
Chief Home Service Adviser, The Home Service Adviser, 
North Thames Gas, The Home Economist, British Gas 
North Thames House, London Road, Marketing Division, 
Staines, Middx., TW18 4AE. 326 High Holborn, London, 


Tel: 81 61666. WCIV 7PT Tel: 01-242 0789. g 


BRITISH GAS 
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Family Matters i 


by Gina Vianney 


VICTIMS OF SOCIETY — 
An Intrusion into Private Life. 


A2 is ‘permissive’ society is the 
One of the most distressing and frightening aspects of this eg PANT 
assault on women, of any age, who are living alone or unprotected 9y « 


ere ons are that the 
just the elderly people, and it certainly isn't just amoral people. All ag 


assaults are harder on the good. 

I have a friend, a widow in her forties, livin r at 
public places of entertainment where closing time can be conducive to a at one 
vandalism. Shortly after her husband's death, she began receiving ny a e 4 ae 
calls, from a telephone box. The timing was masterly: just as she d loge up 7 y 
night. It meant that in her grief she was quite unable to settle into sleep: a pecu 7 
form of torture. The calls went on over a period of months, ending in her having the 
phone taken out altogether, but she still moved about in fear at night. 

Why should innocent people's lives be ruined this way? | picked up an 
obscene caller named Francis, who has pestered me for five years. It began when | 
was on television, doing religious Work, I’m no dolly bird, and couldn't be labelled 
a pin-up by any standard. The calls began late at night, threatening me with rape, 
murder, dislocation of limbs, and a lot more I couldn’! interpret. A psychiatrist 
probably could, 

Į was afraid. Who wouldn't be? F was in charge of four youngsters, my boy 
liad just died, We live in an area where there are lots of trees, and patches of 
shrubbery, plus a moor that is lonely at night. 

There was no warning of these calls. Any time, any day, We tried all kinds 
of threats, pleas, receiver slamming and just tolerance, [1 hit a pitch when my teenage 
daughter was in alone one night, picked up the phone quite innocently and was 
subjected to that tirade of filth., She was sitting on the stairs in trembling tears when 
I arrived home, I have only when absolutely necessary gone out at night since. 

The annoying thing about it all is the lack of sympathy on the media. 
Comedians think a sexy phone call is a real treat for a manless woman. It is in fact an 
assault on the mind and nervous system that stays with a sensitive normal person the 
whole time, 

We got used to Francis, | explained to the children that he was ill; that we 
should pray for him and all the other people he molests this way, We just stand and 
hold the receiver jong enough to know who it is, then put it down, But last time he 
tang he said he was on his way to see us all at 6 pm. We had to keep the door locked, 
and my daughter went out under escort. 

It isso stupid. As though we were living under enemy occupation, N is evil, 
working through weak instruments, but so uncanny to know oneself a target of hate 
and a focus of verbal abuse from people who have never. met you, and please God 
never. will, Enough to keep anyone out of the apostolate for life: which is of course 
what the Devil wants. 

One lady, who advertised innocently in a Christian publication for assistance 
with her work for pensioners, has been pestered ever since by a youth after money, 
She isn’t physically fit enough to fight off any attack and has had to ask a priest to 
write to the man, But a reprimand doesnt seem to last, and a recurrence 
like washing back a tide of trickling sewage. 

_ Interference with the private lite and personal safety of the 
good is a hallmark of the power ot evil. We must unite in prayer for the safety and 
peace of people living alone in this wretched society, These predators when _ 
apprehended are often let off with a caution and some amusement. but it is far from 
amusing to live with, 

We can blame and fight the idea that sex by any means, and from any pers 
is a ‘kick’ we should all have, as often as we can, We can deny the popular a SA 
to feel that violence in the imagination does no damage, [1 does Peale ea, 
suicide in the throes of fear. ee coin 

We see so much publicised violence that it isa short jump to see 
next victims, Bereaved people, ageing people, those not free 
leave their home safety or not . 
wickedness. 

Can it be that the derogation of angels, guardian and oth 
` Devil come to the fore? I know I wouldn’t live a day 
for protection from the pagan powers, s 
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Welcome 


The following branches elected new 
members during December: 


Blackpool Youth Action (j) 
Mansfield Woodhouse (j) 
Bramley (j) 
Leicester (w) 
Castle Point (j), Edenbridge (j) 
Loughton (m), North Sussex. ` 
District, Wem (j) 
Andover (j), Bexhill-on-Sea (j), 

` Biggleswade (w), Birchwood 
Aquarius (Warrington) (j), 
Caister-on-Sea (j), Cardiff Younger 
Element (j) group, Chard (m), 
Cockerton (Darlington) (j) group 
Fareham (j), Hartley Wintney (m), 
Hull Action (j) group, 
Orpington (m), RHHI (j). South 
East Herts District, Strode Park & 
Herne (j), Warrington and District 
(j) group, White Horse Vale District, 


Broup 


VADON 


A warm welcome to 47 new members 


i ee 


Holland-on-Sea (Essex) Women’s Branch 
Padre (Canon Willard) recently dedicated 
the seat shown in the picture to the 
memory of Mrs Vi Neal. After many 
vears service in St Austell, Vi came to 
Essex, joined the Holland Branch and 
held there most branch offices. - 
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What ‘generation gap’? One dav last 
autumn, a group of old people (one of 
them 92!) entrusted themselves to the 
Young Brunel (Bristol) Branch who 
manhandled them — literally in the case 
of wheelchairs — into a minibus and 

drove them across the Downs to see (he 
autumn'colours, Tea (in Westbury) was 
provided by Bristol Central Women’s 
Branch (helped out by seven and eight 
Vear olds) who managed to pack 28 
People and a guide dog into the ground 
floor of a small ‘semi’, 


Photos: 


A most valued member of the SW 
Counties Women’s Branch is Mrs Lilian 


White — a ‘young’ and very active 89! 
She runs her own business in Castle Cary, 
getting up with the lark each morning to 
brush the pavement outside her shop 
before opening time. [tis not only her 
stock that makes her a great favourite 
with the children. 


The Deputy Mavor and Mayoress of 
Wevmouth and Portland were among the 
first buyers at the annual Caledonian 
market organised by the Toc H Veterans 
Club. The event raised a record £155. 


Southport (Merseyside) Joint Branch has 
sent us an account (with pictures) of 
some of their many activities. 
Unfortunately many of the picture were 
unsuitable for reproduction (sharp black 


= io 
Some much needed help at a drawing and 
painting session. 


Strode Park and Herne (Kent) Joint 
Branch re-dedication ceremony. Most 
branch members are physically disabled 
residents of the Strode Park Home. In 
the picture (L to R) are the Mayor and 


and white prints, please!) but clearly they 
are a very lively lot. They meet ina 
centre for the handicapped and many of 
their members are disabled, Their full 
branch life has recently included coffee 


pi wu 
Guide dog George gets bored long before 
his master! 
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Photo: Kentish Ga 


Mayoress, Alf Walton (branch chairman), 
Rev ‘Polly’ Perkins, David Finch, Rev 
Donald Bretherton (branch padre), Bill 
Thompson and Fred Cooper (Thanet 
District chairman). 


Photo: Dorset Evening Echo 


me 


and painting evenings, a theatre trip, 
evenings on flowers and gardening and 
special ‘Topic on Tape’ evenings. They 
have given help to PHAB and had play 
sessions with handicapped children 

and have knitted blankets for Port 
Penrhyn and for a Cheshire Home. One 
of their blind members (John Hodge, an 
addict of our braille Point Three) has 
recently acquired a beautiful new guide 
dog, George, who keeps him in order. 
Southport keeps in close touch with other 
Merseyside branches and their nearest — 
Ormskirk and Maghull — visit them for 
social occasions. John Hodge recently 
set up a personal contact with Bolton 
(Lancs) Men’s Branch and they plan to 
exchange visits. 


Next month: WOKING 


| 
~ From the 
DIEGOON 


Ken Prideaux-Brune 
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In one eight day period Jast November 

l had the privilege of visiting four 
comparatively new branches. Each of 
them had its own distinctive character 
but they all shared an infectious sense of 
excitement about this Movement which 
they had so recently discovered. At 
Wyre Forest, near Kidderminster, the 
major impression was of the contribution 
which the branch is making, simply by 
its existence, to the lessening of loneliness 
and isolation in this rural area. One lady 
told me that she had lived in the area for 
12 years, in a remote cottage in the 
woods, and in all that time had made no 
real friends until she had got caught up 
in Toc H. 

Ross-on-Wye Branch are an 
argumentative lot. Their obviously deep 
fellowship has been forged in the cut and 
thrust of debate. It’s an exciting 
atmosphere to be allowed to share, 
particularly because of their real concern 
to relate the ideals of Toc H to life in all 
its aspects. 

The most obvious and striking 
thing about the Swansea West Branch 
apart from the sheer hard work they have 
pul in to the various jobs they have 
undertaken — is the enormous span of 
ages. People in their 20s, people who 
may politely be described as 60 plus, and 
people of various ages in between all work 
and play happily together., 

The last of these four evenings was 
the inauguration of the North Sussex 
District Branch, a meeting attended by a 
number of people new to the Movement. 
A District branch need not be simply a 
retirement home; it can be a springboard 
for new growth. That is how they look at 

‘it in North Sussex. 

If you ever feel tempted to ‘love 
Toe H despairingly’ try and spend an 
evening with one of these four branches, 
I’m sure youl] come away, as | did, with 
renewed laith in the future of Toc H. 


x * * 
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One of the most important = 

raised during the Central lg sae 

; in Question 11M° 
end was brought up first time this 
that was introduced for the firs ) 
year. The issue is unemploymen le are 

Growing numbers of peop 
becoming convinced that large oe 
unemployment is likely to be with U 
many years to come. Already over- a 
manning is a major problem in some are 
industries and new technologies Aer 
increase the problem. At the time 0 
writing the Government has just 
announced substantial new contributions 
to the cost of developing a micro- 
processing industry in this country. We 
have as yet, however, hardly begun to 
consider the impact of the changes which 
are now technologically feasible. If it is 
true that we are fast approaching a 
position when much less work will be 
needed to produce the goods we require 
a number of fundamental questions are 
raised. 

Will the changes bring only the 
boredom of nothing to do, leading either 
to apathy or violence? Or will the fact 
that people are freed from the necessity 
of spending eight hours a day on boring 
and repetitive jobs enable them to live 
more fulfilling and creative lives? 

Self respect, and the respect of the 
community, comes to many as a result of 
the job they do. To be unemployed is to 
be regarded by others, and to come to 
regard oneself, as a failure. How do we 
enable people to gain self respect and to 
contribute to society in ways other than 
through paid employment? How do we 
help people to use leisure in more creative 
and more socially useful ways? 

These are jus! a few of the vast 
questions that are raised by the 
approaching revolution, Even to face 
such questions demands a change of 
attitude on the part of all of us. Toc H, 
with its concern to provide opportunities 
for people to develop to their full 
potential, should have a part to play in 
the discussion, 

The Central Executive has decided 
to try and find someone, as our guest 
speaker at next year’s Central Council 
weekend, who can help to lead our 
thinking on this issue, | hope there will 
be a good deal of discussion in branches 
throughout the country between now 
and then, and | am encouraged by the 
announcement in last month’s 
Point Three that members in Gloucester 
District, following their Councillor's 
report on the discussion at Council, are 
promoting a weekend on the issue, 

I believe that Toc H has apart to 
play by providing neutral ground on 
which people can begin to consider these 
issues. And by involving others in 
thinking about them with us we shall be 
spreading the Movement’s influence 
responding to our commitme 
people to meet and to come 
understand one another. 


and 
nt to enable 
to know and 


Please 
Note 


Leisure 


Weekends 
at Alison House 


Thursday afternoon 
12 April to Tuesday 
morning 17 April. 
(Five days — £26) 
Friday afternoon 

l June to Sunday 
afternoon 3 June. 
(Cost £11.50) 

The hostess for both weekends is 
Violet Walker and all enquiries and 
applications should go to her at: 
16 Rowan Avenue, Ripley, Derby, 


TocH Badge 
Broocnes 


These items which were temporarily 
out of stock and unavailable are now 
back in supply as per the original 
advertisement, ie they can be 
obtained from the Revd Crispin 
White in various colours at £1.25 
each including postage and packing. 
Please send money (cheques payable 
to Touchstone) to 68 Thorpe Park 
Road, Peterborough PE3 6LJ Cambs. 


Personal 
Accident 
Insurance 


lt is some years since we revised the 
cover of the PAF Policy, and the 
Finance Committee feel that in order 
to be in line with present day values ` 
the cover for Personal Accident 
should be increased. 

We have been informed by 
our brokers thal to double the benefits 
will double the premium and to treble 
the benefits will treble the premium. 
This would increase the personal cost 
from 10p to 20p or 30p. 

Before any action is taken, 
could we please have your views? 

Would you be happy to pay 
these increased premiums for increased 
benefits? Please send your comments 
to George Barnett, Finance Secretary 
at Wendover. 


Easter: 


1979 = T 
International 
Year of the 
Child by Betty Cornick 


These notes are taken from a 
memorandum on this important topic 
passed on by the Women’s National 
Commission. Toc H is represented on the 
Commission by Betty Cornick who has 
rightly expressed our concern for the 
whole project — Betty herself is serving 
on a WNC working party examining 
‘Education for Parenthood’, particularly 
in the light of the International Year of 
the Child (1YC). 


1979 is the 20th anniversary of 
the UN ‘Declaration of the Rights of the 
Child’ which spelt out those rights in 
detail and insisted that children were to 
enjoy them ‘regardless of race, colour, 
sex, religion, national or social origin’, 
The UN has stated its special aims for 
this anniversary year as: 

a. To encourage all member nations 
to review their programme for the 
promotion of children’s well being and 
to mobilise support for national and 
local action, 
b. To increase awareness of children’s 
special needs among decision makers 
and the public, 
c. To promote recognition of the vital 
link between programmes far children 
and economic and social progress. 
A UK Association for the FYC was set up 
last July with HM The Queen as Patron 
and Cady Soames as Chairman and 
already this Association has some 200 
member organisations. Its small 
secretariat (government funded by a grant 
of £100,000 over two years) will work 
throughout the year to stimulate and 
promote action for [YC through 
disseminating information about the 
rights, needs and problems of UK 
children and the appropriate projects 
of the Associations’ affilliated 
organisations. There is a monthly 
newsletter mailed to members and 
subscribers, The British Government is 
showing preat interest and such bodies 
as Oxfam, Save the Children and 
UNICEF are running special programmes 
to meet the needs of children overseas. 

All enquiries about membership 
of the UK Association as well as any 
requests for information should go to: 
UK Association for the International 
Year of the Child, 85 Whitehall, London 
SWI (Tel: 01-930-1848). 


The Deputy Mayor and Mayoress of 
Warrington get the ‘strong arm’ treatment 
from members about to set off on their 
latest sponsored walk, Seventy took 

part and all records were broken, 


In Brief... 


In our November 1978 issue, we printed 
a picture and an account of the Shooters 
Hill District Toc H Action Group’s 
Wishing Week in Crayford. We now hear 
from the District that a spin off from the 
Wishing Week has been the setting up of 
a new group based in Crayford. The last 
branch in Crayford closed more than 

20 years ago. The new group (Cray 
Action Group) has 10 members and great 
hopes of extension. Their first task is to 
sort oul the problems raised by the 
Wishing Week and their first job is to set 
up a ‘flashing light’ scheme. The District 
says ‘we are sailing now and we trust in 
God that the wind holds!” 


@ The Kent Weekend Project Group 
have written to say how much they 
enjoyed the youth conference held in the 
NW last November. One thing all present 
agreed was that they would like another 
national get-together in 1979, Kent WPG 
have offered to act as hosts. We reported 
the 1978 gathering briefly last month but 
Kent now tell us that there has been 
another ‘spin off. Some of the 
Warrington inembers plan to travel down 
from Cheshire to join a Kent project in 
the summer. Keep mixing! 


@ Rev David Monkton (formerly 
Lincolnshire’s area padre and now ‘our 
man’ in the Shetlands) has written 
enthusiastically about his local success 
with the ‘Find a Friend week’. He 
suggests developing ‘Find a Pen Friend’ 
and ‘Telephone a Friend’ schemes and we 
shall look at both ideas, He also reports 
good progress in his drive to start a Toc H 
group in the Shetlands. His immediate 
concern is to find-a pen friend (man or 
woman) for a retired, elderly Shetland 
lady. Her main interests are animals, 
wild flowers and household plants and 
she much enjoys writing letters ‘at the 
end of the day’, The editor will forward 
letters from anyone interested so that 
they can make personal contact. 


@ The ‘Countess Wear’ members of the 
SW Counties Women’s Branch hold a 
small fund raising coffee morning each 
month. Normally, the proceeds go to 
Toc H but lust autumn they devoted 
them to the Exeter and Devon Whole 
Body Scanner Appeal. Thanks to strong 
support from friends and neighbours, 
they had the great pleasure of handing 
over £100! 


@ Apologies to Wigmore and Rainham 
(Kent) Men's and Wigmore Women’s 
Branches for a wrong photo caption in 
the December issue. The magnificent ` 
strawberry tea pictured was in fact 
provided by these two branches — not, as 
was stated, by their Gillingham friends. — 


@ The Northampton branches held their 
annual autumn stall in the Northampton 
market, selling jam, chutney and other 
home made goods. They are very pleased 
that the venture yielded over £75 this 
year. This sum will be used to defray 
expenses of the Old Folks outing in the 
coming summer. 


@ In January 1978 we reported the 
opening of the extended 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch (Leics) Men’s Branch 
premises with its Ted Bolton Room. 

We said then that the extension and 
upgrading were planned to make possible 
a much wider use of the building, 
Ashby’s optimism has certainly been 
justified, Guides, Rangers, Gingerbread, 
Junior Faith Mission, Civic Society, 
Friends of Staunton Cheshire Home, a 
Slimmers’ Club and an Old Folks Lunch 
Club (no connection!) have all used the 
premises since we wrote, There is also a 
monthly whist drive and the Sunday 
School have used the rooms from time to 
lime. Now it is hoped to run there a 
Youth Advisory Bureau (‘Compass’) 
sponsored by the Leicestershire Youth 
Service and helped out by men from the 
branch. Whew! 
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by Ted Lamb 


Our arrival in Leeds as a family was close 
to being a nightmare. It would have been 
worse, though, had we arrived without 
an ace up our sleeves. 


The nightmare was the reality of moving 
with two children into a cramped bed-sit 
barely big enough for a bachelor, The ace 
was the probability that we would soon 
be able to move into cheap, sound 
accommodation when our plans for 
establishing a housing co-operative 
matured, 


] was in the first place forced to move us 
somewhere by being made redundant in 
Lincoln, where the paper I was working 
for ran into financial trouble. We knew 


that the co-operative, organised by friends, 


was forming in Leeds, and it had pushed 
through two years of red tape to be able 
to think about actually obtaining some 
property. Then į was offered a job on 
‘The Yorkshire Post’ in Leeds, and this 
helped to make our minds up. 


Somewhere to live 
First, though, 1 had to find us somewhere 


to live while the co-op finalised its own 
house hunting. Since the last Rent Act, 


rented accommodation has become scarce. 


Hunting for a home in Leeds brought this 
fact forcibly into focus, Any advertised, 
reasonably priced house or fat drew a 
queue of applicants. | went along to 
several interviews which seemed more like 
competitions, 


At one, there was a man with a fat wallet 
who drew the landlord aside and promised 
that he would re-roof the house at his 
own expense if he got it. At other 
interviews, couples were bidding against 
each other, offering one, two, three or 
more months’ rent in advance, Pregnant 
girls hid the fact in overcoats, keeping 
behind their husbands: it is a well known 
fact that landlords despise children, 


My turn: wife and two kids, references 
good, but... 
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Forks through the floor 


The good to adequate accommodation 
mostly went to childless professional 
couples, who wouldn't scribble on the 
walls or push forks through the floor- 
boards. Anything just habitable, but in 
need of a lot of attention, went to 
students, They'd stay for three years at 
the most. Fast in, fast out, and a new 
rent can be fixed for the next inhabitants. 
That’s the way of things, without undue 
pessimism. Well, perhaps just a bit, for 
we did eventually get something in the 
lottery. 


Standard avenues for the homeless to 
follow simply turned out to be no help 
at all. For a start, one is not homeless in 
Leeds if one has left a home in Lincoln. 
That’s Lincolnshire’s problem, Sign up 
on the council waiting list by all means, 
but that won't get you anywhere for 
years, Try the council backed 
accommodation bureau down the road 
though, Tried, but nothing there. Why 
not sign on the council waiting list, 
suggested a helpful clerk? Roundabouts. 


So, a city which would seem to hold 
promise of a new start and a new life 
grows, by degrees, into an unfriendly 
place. 


Homes waiting 


Surprisingly, there is accommodation in 
plenty, held as it were in bond, Row on 
row of houses, from gracious Georgian 
and Victorian terraces to artisan 
Coronation Street huddles, All are vacant, 
boarded, and doomed to stand empty for 
what? Two, three or more years, before 
the bulldozers come? Whitehall money 
governs action on the City Hall plans 
which have blighted these homes. They 
stand, and stand. Squatters take the law 
into their own hands, One can’t see that 
as the ideal solution, but one admires the 
fact that they've brought the problem 
into the limelight. 


You cannot help seeing insanities in the 
Situation, First. the insanity of having 


vacant homes and a growing council 
house waiting list. Then there’s the fact 
that a lot of the homes were vacated for 
plans which economic forces have made 
unrealistic — plans for office towers 
which nobody will be able to afford, for 
example. Most home building enterprises 
are expanding the city, too, in-filling 
suburbs and pushing into the country and 
nearby villages, and the centre meanwhile 
is being deserted. Last but not least, the 
new homes in compurison to many of the 
old are unimaginative in design. Even the 
costs of building new homes against those 
of modernising the old don’t make 
particularly good sense, 


Council problems 


However, if you give the counci credit 
for having sound plans for which 
clearance is essential, you can see many 
problems in releasing boarded-up 
accommodation, The biggest of these is 
that the council is duty bound to rehouse 
anybody affected by its plans, be they 
tenants or owners. Seen from their point 
of view, re-letting only adds problems. It 
could, fur example, stall clearance when 
the pian ripened. 


Solving the problem 


There’s a way through this apparent 

blockade which our co-operative, Equity, 

has exploited, Equity now houses 15 

people in short-life accommodation in 

Harehills, a clearance area, | 


My family has a 2-bedroom, modernised | 
terrace house for something like two 

thirds of private rent values, We are 

secure for at least two years, and the 

council is happily taking in some revenue. 


Those two years of security would make 
the world of difference to, say, somebody 
who arrives in a city homeless, as we did: 
to a young married couple trying to 
consolidate finances to buy their own 
home; to a student with a short course, OF 
to a single parent family whose finances 
won't stretch to private sector rents. 


Working through a registered co-operative, 


we are licensees of the property we 
inhabit, and not protected tenants under 
the Rent Act. This means that we move 
at the council's bidding when our agree- 
ment expires, with the council under no 
obligation to re-house us, We alone are 
responsible for our future, and have to 
plan ahead for moving. 


Surely, with that major anxiety out of the 
way, councils could see their way to 
releasing much short life property 
through co-operatives? The answer is 
probably yes, but it must be stated that 
no council is under any obligation to 

deal in this way. You need a friendly 
council, and the rest is up to your enter- 
prise. It really does tuke about two years 
to form and legally register a co-operative 
with the main useful bodies: the 
Co-operative Housing Agency, the 
Registrar of Friendly Societies, and the 
Housing Corporation, There exists, by 
the way, a National Federation of Short 
Life Housing Groups, formed to promote 
a more rational use of short life property. 


There is another side to co-operatives, It 
is quite evident that we have a built in 
sense of community. We’re quite mixed 
in a way — a doctor, a dentist, teachers, 
a lorry driver, a social worker, an 
architect, a journalist, a student, a 
housewife and three children (one part of 
a single parent family), We have a 
thriving social exchange both among 
ourselves and with other co-operative 
ventures in Leeds. 


Bloomin’ mad! 


We are breaking down barriers with our 
neighbours to some extent, too, This is 
largely a West Indian area, with some 
white families, all waiting to be re-housed. 
For instance, we managed to persuade 
the cleansing department to provide free 
rubbish skips to clean up the area. 
Normal cleansing services have long since 
ceased, because on plans, the area simply 
does not exist. Neighbours helped with 
the tidy up, which was long overdue. 


Well, some did. We were busily packing 
a skip one day when a little chap trotted 
up and said: “You're bloomin’ mad, 

bloomin’ mad, You want to call the elf”, 


EIP This was a job for mighty muscles, 
unless the elf had magic enough to fill the 
skip with a wave of his hand. 


Our adviser trotted off while the penny 
dropped. Elf — oh, Health , Department 
of. 


I won't pretend that living in such an area 
is superbly attractive. Hooliganism is rife, 
and families in particular lack amenity 
space. Looking at a group of children 
larking in the back streets can sometimes 
make you feel as if the clock has turned 
back a couple of centuries, 


Equity will move on to permanent 
property which is bound to be more 
altractive than this. However, lessons 
very relevant to inner city problems have 
been learned, The greatest of these, for 
me, is that it actually suits many, many 
people to live within their city 


TED LAMB 


Ted Lamb is a journalist who has 
worked for many provincial and 
national nevespapers, including 
‘The Times’, ‘The Yorkshire Post’, 
and ‘The Western Morning News’. 
He also writes about angling, and 
his first book ‘The Penguin Book 
of Fishing’, is to be published this 
spring. A second book on angling 
baits follows later in the year. 


He is married with two children 
aged 3% years and 18 months. The 
family lives in a housing co-operative 
in a clearance area of Leeds. 


especially a city like Leeds, where escape 
is only a matter of a short drive. I think 
too, that having people living within the 
city makes it a far better place. . 


Planners’ minds need turning from the 
attitude that everyone’s ideal is suburbia. 
It just isn’t true. Cities are emptied at 
the expense of themselves — business and 
commerce by day, and lifeless vacuum by 
night. Who's around to care if they’re 
nice places to be in, or to visit? Lived in 
areas like York or Lincoln have a far 
different and pleasanter feel to soulless 
centres like Plymouth or Coventry. 


lL can cite an example of revitalising which 
has worked extremely well: the 
Bloomsbury area of London, Pressure 
from a residents’ association swept aside 
plans to turn many streets into office 
complexes. Whole rows of unique 
Georgian homes have been saved and 
stored, imaginative open spaces have been 
created, and the area is now inhabited 
after being boarded up for years. It’s a 
pleasant district for residents and visitors 
alike. It lives: so should all our cities, 


Contd on p 10 
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SHELTER 


by Ted Lamb See pp & and 9 


Forming a Housing Co-operative 


Short life housing is only one area in 
which co-operatives can be effective. 

A co-op can be the structure in which a 
group of people build their own homes, 
or convert existing run-down property 
into permanent dwelling places. 


In all these instances, but particularly 
in dealing with councils over short life 
homes, it is advisable to first form the 
co-op so that you can push as an entity 
rather than a loosely knit group of 
interested parties. In this the 
Co-operative Housing Agency can be of 
great help — they'll give information on 
forming, and have records and case 
histories for perusal. They also publish 
a regular newsletter on co-operative 
ventures and organise seminars. Their 
address is: 180 Tottenham Court Road, 
London WI 9LE. i 


The actual formation of a co-op begins 
with an approach to the Registrar of 
Friendly Societies. A steering committee 
of seven members is necessary, and some 
of these must be. designated the position 
of chairman, treasurer and secretary, A 
set of rules and objectives must also be ` 
drawn up. Model rules can be obtained 
from the National Federation of Housing 
Associations, 86 The Strand, London 
WC2 OEG, for guidance. To register,. 
approach: Registry of Friendly Societies, 
17 North Audley Street, London 

WIY 2AP. i 


The Housing Corporation can help co-ops 
wilh grants from public funds towards 
purchasing property and installing 
necessities like sanitation: property with 
less than two years’ life is not eligible for 
grants. The address is: Maple House, 

149 Tottenham Court Road, 

London WIP OBN. 


The National Federation of Short-life 
Housing Groups is based at: 52 Acre 
Lane, London SW2. 


Both main political parties are keen to 
encourage co-operative housing schemes. 
From within the movement itself, though, 
there’s repeated crilicism of the length of” 
lime it takes to form a co-op, and of the 
complexity of the negotiations 
surrounding this. Only tenacious, highly 
motivated groups win through. However, 
many MPs are pressing for legislation to 
speed und simplify the processes, 
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E.. 
Accrington (Lancs) Joint Branch’s 
Jubilee Bonanza {shown below) 


included sales stalls, games and a raffle. 
Founder member Harold Pearson is on 
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the right of the picture with Mrs 
Pearson, This is the last picture we 
received of Harold before his death 
in November (see obituary colunn). 


Scottish Regional 


Conference 


The autumn 1978 Scottish Conference in 
Edinburgh started with a major 


disappointment but ended on a high note, 
The principal speaker, Rev Peter Delaney, 


was prevented by il[ness from attending 
and there was no time to invite a replace- 
ment, With commendable energy, the 
programme was re-arranged around a 
debate on ‘Christianity in Toe IHF with 
Rev Jack Millar (Regional Padre) putting 
a case and with Jim Lewis playing his 
familiar role of devil's advocate! 

In introducing the theme, Jack 
Millar quoted Isaiah's advice: *, | | look to 
the rock whence you were hewn, to the 
quarry from which you were dug’. He 
quoted freely from the Main Resolution 
and from Toe H writers past and present 
to back up-his claim that‘... The 
Christian basis and aim of Toe H is no 
mere tacit assumption, bul one that is 
forcibly expressed in every ol ficial 
document and in every utterance of its 


» leaders... Nobody is obliged to join 


Toe H, but, since we are what we state 
openly that we are, we expect those 
considering membership, to be honest 


` with themselves and with us...’ 


«J ihy religion is the total response thal 
i make to the community and the 
environment... There is no such thing 
‘as the “secular world” Tor “the earth is 
the Lord’s and the fulness thereof, the 


world and they that dwell therein”, We 
are prisoners of our history and 
tradition...” 

We have no record of Jim Lewis’ 
reply! We are told that, though he didn’t 
believe a word of what he said, he said it 
with such force and convicuon that he 
gained a number of supporters! 

lan Roberts was the chosen (and 
very forceful!) spokesman of the 
Glenrothes Group. We... lore 
doing what we do for others and ourselves 
— Toc H gives us the commitment thal 
we require to help us lead satistying lives 

**_,. A lovof our contemporaries 
see Toc Has a Bible bashing secret sociely 


and therefore... something to be shied 
away from... We may be a rowdy, loud, 
non-conformist... bunch of irreligious 


characters but we need a commitment in, 
our fives, |.” ‘Our history will stand but 
Our approach must change.” We feel that 
the Ceremony of Light has no real 
importance for us and as a result... il 
will be ridiculed and that is a situation 
which must not exist ,.7 <... We eel 
that Toc H should be open to everyone . -- 
good people from all beliefs and in some 
cases non-beliels .. 2°? ‘22. we offer to 
Toc H keen, energetic, young blood. 
Don’t pul us down for ou perhaps 
extremist point of view, Welcome us with 
Open arms tn the true spirit of Toc H... i 


= 


Obituary 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


August: 

Harry S Knight (Broadway) 
September: 

Charles A Beadle (Broadway) 
Kathleen L Box (Budleigh Salterton) 
October: 

Charles T W Timson (Newton Abbot) 
November: 

Les W A Attwood (Broadway) 
Barbara Carden (Budleigh Salterton) 
Leslie J Christy (Havering District) 
Maurice Greenhough (Lindley) 

J E George Heritage (Milborne Port) 
Eileen L Lane (Sudbury) 

Ethel Monkhouse (Kendal) 

Harold T Pearson (Accrington) 
William Rake (Saltford) 

Sir Walter St Clair Roberts, MC 
(Shrewsbury) 

Kenneth Wallace (Hoddesdon) 

Thora E Welch (Owton Manor) 
December: 

Gilbert Broad (Wessex District) 

Rev Canon R N Craig, MC, MA (Alfreton) 
Arthur W Kewin (Merseyside District) 
John W Owen (Sneyd) 


The whole W Midlands and S Wales 
Region suffered a severe loss when 

F Reg Phillips — Secretary of Llandrindod 
Wells Joint Branch — died in November 
last after a short illness. Reg met Toc H 
more than 50 vears ago in Birmingham 
and introduced it to Llandrindod Wells 

in 1932. By 1936, the town had a 
thriving branch which has exerted a 
strong local influence ever since. In the 

J 95 Os and 60s, Reg was a kéen member 
of the Harpenden Branch but he returned 
to Llandrindod Wells in 1971 and since 
then has been both chairman and 
secretary of his old branch and a 
continued inspiration to all who met him. 
We all extend our deepest sympathy to 
his wife Enid -- always a staunch 
supporter of Reg’s Toc H work. 


Accrington (Lancs) Joint Branch lost a 
much loved founder member with the 
sudden death of Harold Pearson who had 
served Toc H for 50 years. His kindliness 
and understanding and his undying 
concern for the Toc H family made him 
loved by all. 

! MBB 


East Worthing Branch mourn the loss of 
their friend Rose May Pittman (formerly 
of Dulwich) who died in November. Her 
introduction to Toc H came through 
taking her blind husband to meetings of 
his branch. She joined when he died in 
order to carry on his work, She lived 
some distance from Worthing but 
attended meetings regularly. She had no 
relatives: Toc H — especially her branch — 
were her family. 

JC 


District member Les Christy, an 
occasional Point Three correspondent, 
died in November. In 1939 he re-formed 
the Sı Austell Cornwall Branch and 
returned to Toc H service in Cornwall 
after wartime service in the RAF. From 
about 1950 when he moved to Upminster, 
he worked with the Hornchurch Branch 
until its closure, Only a few weeks before 
his death, he was still working with the 
Hospital Car Service. : 
PB 


We give thanks for their lives 


Cromers 
£15 Display 


Members of Cromer (Norfolk) Men’s 
Branch have created their own window 
display (see picture), They have definite 
ideas on how to present Toc H to the 
public. Our priorily, says Branch Padre 
Oliver (‘Finny’) Findlow (designer and 
builder of the display) is to correct the 
hoary misconception that Toc H is an 
ex-Service organisation concerned only 
with the welfare of servicemen and 
women, 


To be effective, Finny claims, you have 
to think big, The Cromer display is six 
feet high and six feet wide, with ‘wings’ 
of the same size which can be added if 
the window permits: the complete display 
gives a frontage of 12 to 14 feet. i 


The display consists of cards carrying 
information about Toc H in general and 
local branches in particular, These are 
mounted on a bright background, itself 
supported by a light wooden frame bolted 
together, Finny makes the point that 
some of the materials can be ‘won’ from 
stulf thrown out by local shops and firms. 
The whole display breaks down into 13 
light lengths of wood, 14 small nuts and 


few cardboard boxes and some cards 
measuring 30 inches by 20 inches, It can 
be loaded into a medium sized car. The 


total cost was just over £15, - 


Congratulations, Cromer, on a fine 
display of initiative and effort, Jf we may 
make one point, it’s worth remembering 
that we are in competition with window 
displays in supermarkets, car showrooms, 
travel agencies, etc so we must be just as 


‘punchy’ and up to date as they are. Try 


simplifying the layout of lettering and 
cutting down the number of things 
displayed: make your cards even bigger! 


Cromer obviously know what they’re 
doing! If you'd like to know more about 
their ideas and methods, write te Finny 
at The Poplars, Norwich Road, Cromer, 
N Norfolk NR 27 OHZ. Believe me, he’s" 
got plenty to tel] you! 


We would also like to hear from other 
branches or groups who can teach us a 
thing or two about effective local 
publicity. Don’t forget to include 
pictures (good black and white prints, 
please). 

Scott Shaw 
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bolts, 16 to 18 yards of light material, a 


“if 


Open Forum 


PET YOUR EIGHT ....' - 


Toc H as a Movement is often accused of 
‘hiding its light under a bushel’. A perfect 
illustration of this is the case with one of 
our members, Maurice Greenhough. 
Every week he travelled from Dewsbury 
to Huddersfield for his branch meeting. 
A more informed person on the history 
of Toc H and the Old House would be 
very hard to find. Not only had Maurice 
acted as a liaison officer to Tubby himself, 
but he paid an annual visit to ‘Pop’ 
without fail for years, gaining the 
friendship of the Burgomaster and al! 
kinds of people in Belgium, He was an 
active helper for Dewsbury Disabled 
Centre, the British Legion and a founder 
member of the local Ockenden Venture 
Organisation: he gave a total of 53 pints 
of blood and always refused any publicity. 

Beechwood Cheshire Home. 
Huddersfield has recently spent £40 000 
on an extension and as Lindley Branch 
wished to help, Maurice, who had already 
raised — together with a totally 
handicapped member of Dewsbury 
Disabled (to whom Maurice gave one 
week of his holidays each year to take 
this lad on holiday, paying all expenses 
out of his own pocket) ~- in the region of 
£450, begged to try the same methods 
for our branch effort. He wrote to more 
than 140 famous people asking for a gift, 
however small, towards the cost of the 
extension. To date, his efforts have 
resulted in £650 in cheques, and the 
astonishing range of gifts sent were 
auctioned at a cheese and wine evening 
on Saturday 25 November, the proceeds 
of which, in addition to the cash already 
received, totals the sum of approximately 
£1,500. 

Maurice suffered a heart attack, 
followed by a seizure and died on 16 
November aged 57 years, His love and 
lifelong devotion to his fellow men will 
long be remembered by all he came 
in contact with. 


Wilfred Firth 
Lindley Branch Jobmaster 
Huddersfield 


CHILE 


] never thought that | would feel such 
shame in reading a Toc H publication as | 
did in reading Lucilla (Trudgett) Recart’s 
letter in December’s Point Three. 

First, no one can credit that all 
the reports of imprisonment without 
trial, of torture in Chile are just 
Communist propaganda. The reports are 
often from our own statesmen of every 
party, from United Nations organisations 
and from Amnesty International, and 
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many other associations of every kind, 
most of them quite plainly innocent of 
this kind of narrow propaganda. To ask 
for ‘fair thinking’ about tortured people 
is a blasphemy, and one wonders al your 
motives in publishing such a letter with- 
out comment. Your Chile correspondent 
admits that 5% of the reports are true. 
and must face the fact that she is there- 
fore advocating a government guilty of 
torture and imprisonment without trial. 
However, Toc H thinking works 
in a curiously telling way sometimes, and 
one has to consider the following points: 
1. Consideration must be given to your 
Chile correspondent, for she may be as 
deluded as she suggests the Western Press 
is. To attack her viciously does no good 
at all: but if she has special circumstances 
about which we do not know — if, for 
instance she has property in Chile, or 
business interests, or something that has 
been returned to her by the Military 
Government — one can only, while seeing 
her point of view, point out that Christian 
thinking includes other interests, that of 
people, for instance, people who are still 
persecuted in Chile. 
2. Criticism of Chile can be slightly 
turned back on ourself in considering 
where we subscribe, consciously or 
unconsciously, to treatment, that bears 
some remote resemblance to government 
acts in Chile, but that, in our case, is 
applied by our Government to people 
considered dangerous; yes, condemnation 
by an international court of our own acts 
must give us pause. 
3, One must also consider if there are 
some Toc H members who heartily agree 
with your Chile correspondent, and who 
would also welcome a Military 
Government: if so, let them say so, and 
let us debate the matter. 
4, One must consider whether Toe H’s 
non-political attitude far from being a 
fair ground for men of all political 
complexions is not in fact, and instead, a 
means of advocating a soft option 
whereby belief — in God, in Christ, in 
Man -- is made irresponsible by lack of 
any adult, political involvement of one’s 
beliefs. This is not to say that Toc H 
members should be other than of all 
parties: but perhaps we should face the 
fact that the kind of social work we do, 
and the religious work, make up the 
beginning, and only the beginning of 
solving the great problems, Yet one 
hesitates to write that we should ‘grow up’ 
into the next stage, for one has to ask 
oneself what exactly one is doing oneself 
to be practically and spiritually and 
mentally Christian! To preach, 
justifiably, this ‘growing up’ one would 
have to be like George MacLeod, the very 


es 
Reverend Lord MacLeod of Fuinary — a 
founder member of Toc H -- who has 
tried to show us the way for years: but 
with, I think, little effect on Toc H, 

One knows in one’s heart that 
Toc H will decline and die if it does not 
‘prow up’. 


Oliver Wilkinson 
Oxford 


EXTENSION 


I am most grateful to Stan Hurley 
(November 1978 issue) for supporting 
the view which E took and hope that he 
and | are by no means out on a limb in 
this matter, 

At the 1978 Central Council the 
Communications Secretary, in his most 
eloquent and persuasive manner, put the 
opposite point of view, Unfortunately 
time did not permit a reasoned debate on 
the subject so I hope that the matter can 
be pursued through the correspondence 
columns of Point Three. 

I agree with Frank Rice when he 
says that we are not in the business of 
selling soap powder or trying to burnish 
the image of the Director, but to let the 
argument stop there is quite absurd. | 
suppose that two of the questions which 
we are most often asked are: ‘What does 
that badge stand for? and ‘What is Toc H? 
If in answer to the first we were to say 
‘Rotary’ | doubt whether in most cases 
the second would be asked. It seems to 
me that with all the opportunities which 
are available we should be able to make 
ourselves known to a much greater degree 
than we attempt to do. | cannot under- 
stand therefore why such a blinkered 
and insular attitude should be adopted 
towards this whole question. Roy Tindle 
pave an example at the Council of how he 
was able in a small way to get the message 
of Toc H across on Capital Radio, Of 
course this meant some effort on his part 
and | suspect that this is the crux of the 
matter, If it is the wish of the member- 
ship to let this great Movement of ours 
remain an enigma wrapped in a mystery 
then so be it: however, | do not believe 
that this is the case, If we are supposed 
to be a force for good then let us use all 
the tools at our command to achieve our 
objectives. A certain politician once 
remarked that someone had missed the 
bus and we all know what happened 
subsequently. | pray that a similar phrase 
will not be our epitaph and I hope that 
the new Central Executive will give 
further thought to this question. 


John Morgan 
South East Regional Chairman 
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Question 
Time 


In January's Point Three, we spoke of 
the question session at the 1978 Central 
Council. More than 30 questions-were 
received and only a handful of these 
could be answered in the time available. 

John Pickard (Cardiff) put a 
question which would attract a good 
deal of support within the Movement, 
Unfortunately, there was no time at 
Council to have a full discussion of this 
controversial topic, so we have chosen it 
to start this series. The questioner’s point 
of view is strongly supported by John 
Morgan in his letter on p 12. 

John Pickard: ‘In view of the 
constant decline in the numbers of both 
members and branches within our 
Movement, would the Council discuss and 
consider the possibility of some form of 
éither national or regional advertising in 
the hope of bringing in new members? 
Would our Communications Secretary 
give us his views on this?’ 

Frank Rice made the following 
points: 

1. Membership does not seem to be 
declining but our prime concern is not 
with mass membership but with influence, 
with changes in ourselves and in those we 
meet, Re-read John Mitchell’s ‘Magic 
Words’ (Point Three November 1977): 

we are heading for trouble if we try to 
measure the influence of a Movement 
about friendship, family and trying to 
live a Christian life by standards 
appropriate to a business selling goods. 
The results of our work are immeasurable: 
we need faith and confidence rather than 
high pressure selling. 

2. tis illusory to talk of national 
advertising bringing in floods of new 
members. We could not afford glossy 
advertising, nor should we want to, We 
have no measurable national objective, 
No ‘image’ to project through a national 
publicity campaign. Nor is increased 
membership our main aim. If we are 
confident and active locally, we can gel 
local interest: jf we ure not, we don’t 
deserve it, We must not cheat when we 
call people to help us. 

3. The real answer to this concern is local 
and personal. It is the responsibility of us 
all and we can’t shift it: each of us must 
look to the bearn in his own eye. There 
is wonderful activity in many parts of this 
Movement and wherever it exists there is 
no problem in finding publicity and 
helpers when we need them. We need 

to build on thts and look to our own faith 
and confidence and commitment — not lo 
some illusory national magic wand, That 
ts Why the motion put to Council by the 
N Wales and NW Region (see report in 
January’s Point Three) hits the nail on 
the head, I support that motion. 


Through 
the open 
window 


by Guy Brinkworth SJ 
THE ENEMY IN OUR MIDST - 


hae o come not only sights and a Siamese cat, but sounds as well. 
deine a i ; Ot so. In this latter category is the occasional half drunken 

8 and wailing accompanied by hysterical shrieks of laughter from you ths of both 
sexes which pollute the otherwise peaceful night. Awakened, I lie in bed, often past 
midnight, ‘laving to listen to these shameful by-products of our so called affluent 
SLO tN and begin to think. Have we here the preliminary symptoms of a fast growing 
maine ca inet threatens the moral fibre of a great people who once won the 

e ol Britain? : 

___ recollect reading recently that the inflation adjusted expenditure on alcoholic 
drink is steadily increasing year by year in the UK; that last year we, as a nation, spent 
well over four billion pounds sterling on such beverages. Apparently this comes out to 
an average of over £300 per annum per household. Nor does this figure take into 
account the booming business of home brewing ‘plonk kits’. And as so many of us are 
Sse (or nearly so) a high proportion of households must be consuming double or 
more of these wasteful figures. Meanwhile, as Barbara Ward has pointed out, nearly one 
third of the world’s population struggles to survive at below subsistence level, and a 
high proportion of this scandalous fraction have not even piped clean water to drink. 
Result: every kind of intestinal disease isendemic among them. Expectation of life — 
40 years! 5 ; 

Alcohol, like its first cousin, sugar, has little nutritional value — only calories of 
which we in the rich man’s club already consume suicidally too much. Kidney, vascular 
and cardiac disorders, sclerosis of the liver and even some forms of cancer are too often 
traceable to over consumption of alcohol. As killer it is far more effective than the 
much advertised carcinoma of the lung caused by “tar content’. Nor am I thinking of 
habitual drunkenness, in a crazy world still the lazy device of the tasteless comedian 
out for the easy cheap laugh. But rather of the frequent compulsive drinking, be it 
artificially social, or a virility cult or the private, sly but continual ‘lace curtain 
tippling’. It slows up reaction time, befuddles the mind and heart and worst of all the 
will and tends to inflame and irrationalise the emotions and passions: greed, lust and 
hatred. Much, if not most of the varied violence which is on the increase around us ` 
appears to go pari passu with the steady and artificially promoted expansion of the 
sales of alcoholic beverages. On the motor roads, in the streets, in political picketing 
and rioting, even in the homes and within families, violence, both open and hidden, is 
too often traceable to compulsive alcoholic over indulgence. So much incalculable 
and unimaginable unhappiness from broken marriages, broken homes, neglected and 
even battered children, traceable ultimately directly or indirectly to alcoholism and 
its irrational and sometimes crippling expense. For the greatest and most diabolical 
capacity of alcohol is its power, subtly and secretly to undermine the individual’s 
sense of proportion and responsibility, his-strength to fulfil accepted Christian moral 
standards. j 

Are there vested interests working implacably in the background”? Expensive 
campaigns are mounted against other less dangerous forms of addiction ~ are these but 
4 form of diversion strategy? One cannot help wondering. The problem is a gargantuan 
one and billions of pounds of investment are involved. Of course, there is no question 
of banishing it altogether — responsibly and moderately consumed alcohol is a gracious 
gift of the Almighty - we have the Bible to back us here. Nor are we thinking only of 
vulgar drunkenness. But four billion pounds! Surely this could be brought down to 
one billion! Much fine fertile land and skilled labour could be released to help th 
600 million fellow men on this planet who, according to the President of the World 
Bank, are dangerously under nourished and ‘trapped in absolute poverty’, ‘Dear Lord’ | 
Į say to myself, ‘what can | do? Yes, the problem isa moral one; it can be s d 
by law alone bul only by cach individual Christian giving both a vital a p 
witness of stewardship and by prayer. So, as the dreadful 
tipsy youths recedes into the distant night, I make my 


fitful slumber. x 
————— 
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The Wider Family 
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ln RSs ; yey / The drinks are onus! Free cups of tea 
or coffee were offered to shoppers in 
Port Elizabeth at a Toe H ‘courtesy day’. 
Naturally, people also showed interest in 
the nearby Toc H gift shop! An idea for 
us in Britain, perhaps? ‘Urning’ goodwill 
for Toc H are, left to right, Jill Rothman, 
David Blunt, Yvonne Knapp and, between 


two appreciative customers, Lorraine 
Caroline. 


Photo: Port Elizabeth Evening Post. 


ag 
The pictures below show some scenes | i M x ; È 
from the visit to India by the Director náa es eS FW 
and Don Lockhart which we reported The Director and Don Lockhart with the congregation outside the Trivandrum church. 


s zo per re 


fully in our December issue. A sad 
footnate to the story is that Trivandrum 
has been hit by floods, V Justin wrote to 
Ken ‘The beautiful little city of 
Trivandrum you saw a month back was 
hit last week by an unprecedented flood 
in the history of the city, Most low lying 
areas of the city were flooded and 
thousands of houses collapsed within 
hours when the bunds of two rivers 
flowing through the city crashed as a 
result of torrential rains, We are trying 
our best to help the flood victims.’ 

The floods will have subsided by 
now, and we hope that Trivandrum is 
well on the way to recovery. They all 
have our Jove and prayers. 
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Don Lockhart presents gifts to Pushparajam, foster child of Trivandrum Branch. 


eS 


isitors. Tasting the coconuts! 


Photos: V Justin 


The President and Trivandrum members with the English v 
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Rhodesia Belgium *° w 


Whatever the problems in Rhodesia, 

Toc H continues to bring people together 
in the best traditions of the Movement, 
We had news some time ago of an 
enjoyable branch meeting, and a link-up 
with Britain. 

Lorna Sutherland of Umtali 
Branch writes: “At our last meeting we 
had some African students from the 
teachers’ training college and we had a 
really wonderful time. The speaker didn’t when they were joined by nearly 60 


turn up so the students got up and sang members from Norfolk and Leicestershi 
for us and it really was nice’, Then, says 4 a a rshire, 


Lorna, one of their African members, as 
Sally Makundu, gave a talk. Sadly, Sally 
Jost her politician husband a few months 
ago in a car crash, but she was able 

to give a talk which, reports Lorna, ‘had 
us all in stitches’. Lorna concludes by 
sending greetings to us over here and 
asks that we remember Rhodesia in our 
prayers. 


More holida 
Friends — th 
Central Cou 
Last summe 


ys in Britain for our Belgian 
is is the hope of Jack Armes 
neillor for North East Norfolk. 
F r, Rita Struye, her brother 

ugo and Irma, her mother, enjoyed a 
weck’s holiday with Jack and his wife 
visiting beauty spots and places of i 
interest in Norfolk. 

Highlight of the week, says Jack 

Was an evening river trip on the Broads, 


Northallerton (N Yorks) Joint Branch, 
has linked up with Victoria Branch in 
Rhodesia. We wish them well and hope 
their friendship will grow in the years to 
come. If you would like to link up with 
a Rhodesian branch, contact the Toc H 
International Secretary, Greta Lynn, 

42 Crutched Friars, London EC3N 2AL. 


Australia 


The pictures are of Toc H Coungeau 
House, Bribie Island, Queensland. This 
wonderful holiday home for older people 
and for the under privileged was a project 
successfully carried through by all 
Queensland’s branches. 
F <) SRE a 


Members and friends on the river trip 


Come fo the 
Holy Land 
this year 


The bookings are now steadily coming in 
for the Toc H Pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land. In case you haven't read about it 
in previous copies of Point Three, the 
dates are 7-21 July 1979, and the cost 
per head is £375.00. This price includes 
scheduled air flights from Heathrow to 
Tel Aviv and back, full board 
accommodation, all necessary transport 
whilst there, and many guided tours with 
English speaking guides, Entrance fees, 
porterage and service charges are also 
included, so when you have paid the 
£375, you could get away with taking 
maybe only £30.00 extra pocket money. 
The itinerary is already fully 
worked out. We stay in Jerusalem for the 
first week, visiting places like the Old 
City of Jerusalem, Hebron, Bethlehem, 
the Garden of Gethsemane, the Mount 


Front view 


a 


Six bed dormitory extension 


i 


„it be nice to go on holiday and be certain 


Light and prayers were taken afloat, on 
Wroxham Broad, 

Rita, Hugo and Irma then enjoyed 
another week at Clacton with members 
Harold and Margaret Burgess, parents of 
SE Region staff member John. 

Jack says this raises the possibility 
of further visits from members and 
families from Poperinge, to cement the 
friendships made when British members 
visited Belgium. Who's next to offer 
hospitality? 


: Crispin White 


Photo 


of Olives, Golgotha, the Garden Tomb, 
Bethany, the Dead Sea and Qumran — 
and many other places of interest. On 
the middle Saturday we drive up to 
Galilee, visiting Nazareth and Cana on the 
way, and we then stay in Tiberias, on the 
western shore of the Sea of Galilee, for 
the whole of the second week. There is 

a variety of optional excursions available 
in addition, at extra cost, 

At that time of the year it is hot 
in Israel. However, those who have been 
before assure me that being a dry heat it 
is much more easy to cope with than a 
hot summer’s day in England! And won't 


that the sun will shine! 

lin sure it will be a fascinating and 
and memorable experience, in its 
historical interest, in its spiritual 
significance, and also in terms of it being 
one of the places in the world which we 
hear about so much today, 

I do hope you will consider joining 
Rev Stuart Burgess and myself on this 
holiday of a lifetime, Please send any 
enquiries for further details to me, Sue 
Cumming, 49 Barrydale Avenue, Beeston, 
Nottingham NG9 IGN. 
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Someone, somewhere, 
is waiting for you to give them 
a POINT THREE subscription 


Wording in the card: 


to 


from 


copy to arrive! 


subscription. 


Greetings 
Here is a gift subscription to the Toc H 


magazine ‘Point Three’. 


With best wishes 


Simply. sit back and wait for your first 


The gift voucher makes a lovely birthday present, 
competition, or a thoughtful gift for a friend who cannot afford a 


> To: The Editor 

? PLEASE SEND ME one/ 

: | enclose a cheque/PO for £1.20 or . 
: My name ........ 

: My address...... 5 

: Friend’s name .... 

: Friend’s address .. . 


Have you a friend who might be interested in Toc H? 
Here’s an attractive way of giving them Point Three, with this new gift card. 
Simply fill in the form below and enclose £1.20 for a year’s subscription. 


We will send Point Three to your friend every month and will send you the 
gift card for you to give to your friend. 


SOSCHCHTHOETEHEHEHHHOTSOOCOEHE HEHEHE EHHEOHSEHHECHEHECOOEEHHOHEHHEEEHHH OHS HO SOHOOFEEDEOES 


Toc H Headquarters, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 


Point Three gift voucher(s). 


PLEASE ADD MY FRIEND TO THE POINT THREE MAILING LIST 


FHHHCHHTHSHOARHHOHHEHSHHETHHHAETHEHDH TE HHH OHHH HERES OE HEEOHTEHOEEHH OEE OHO HEHTOREEHEROOES 


Small Ads 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) tive weeks before publication day. 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is 3p a word (minimum 30p) to Point 
Three Magazine. Rates of display advertise- 
ments can be obtained from the Editorial 
Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks, 
Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Published by 


Bruges, Belgium. Hotel 
Jacobs (established 50 
years) welcomes Toc H 
parties and individual 
visitors to this lovely old 
city Within casy reach of 
other famous cities of art, 
and of the coast. Comfort- 
able, modernised hotel. 
Parking. English spoken. 


D 
DD 


Quiet situation, 


Strongly recommended. Bed and breakfast only. 


Mr Jules Lietaert, Hotel Jacobs, Balicstraat 1, 
Bruges 8000. Telephone: (050) 398 31/32. 


Travelling to the Channel Islands? Why not 
leave your car with us? Open or covered 
accommodation, !ree transport to and from 
Weymouth Quay. For further details please 
write enclosing sa ¢ to: Redlands Channel 
Island Car Park, (Proprietor E W Westmacott) 
369 Dorchester Road, Weymouth, Dorset. 
Tel: Upwey (030.581) 2841. 


a good prize for a Toc H 


(made payable to Toc H). 


X< 


North Buckinghamshire. For properties in the 
area between £26,000 and £6,000, please 
contact Bonner & Son, 12 Market Square, 
Buckingham. (Telephone: 028 02 2301). 


Weymouth — Bed, breakfast and evening meal: 
family run guest house, 400 yards seafront. 
Free car park, residential licence. Coach partics 
welcome, Terms from £30 per week. Open ull 
year including Christmas. Mrs Cole, Kirtleton 
House, 21 Kirtleton Avenue, Weymouth, 

Tel: Weymouth 5296. 


Christian friendship/marriage introductions, 
All ages. Nationwide, Also single holidays. 
Weekend house parties. C F Fellowship, 
Dept/B23, Edenthorpe, Doncaster, (SAE). 


Raise funds quickly, casily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, etc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern 
Novelties, Bradford BD1 3HE. 


Toc H, I Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT and printed by The Chesham Press Ltd, Chesham, Bucks. 


